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Statement from the Egyptian Scientific Committee
for the Red Sea
Concerning "Coral Transplantation”- Need and
Method

Is the Egyptian Red Sea in need of coral transplantation?

The committee included: Prof. Dr. Mahmoud Hassan Hanafy: Professor of
Marine Environment - Suez Canal University and advisor to the Red Sea
Governorate and the Environmental Conservation Society (HEPCA), Dr.
Mohamed Salem: Head of the Nature Protection Sector - Environmental
Affairs Agency, Prof. Amin Mohamed: Professor of Genetics (coral genome)
researcher at New York University, Prof. Saad Zakaria: Professor of marine
invertebrates and former head of the Department of Marine Sciences - Suez
Canal University, Prof. Awwad Abdo Muhammad: Professor of Marine
Invertebrates and former Head of the Zoology Department and Marine
Sciences Division - Faculty of Science - Al-Azhar University and Dr. Mohamed
Youssef: Coral Genetics - Department of Marine Sciences - Faculty of Science,
Port Said University.

The attendees agreed that the Egyptian Red Sea is in need in some areas
where coral reefs have been destroyed as a result of backfilling and dredging
operations, such as Hurghada Beach. It needs rehabilitation by cultivating
coral on the destroyed reefs, but this process must be carried out under the
following conditions:
¢ The whole process depends on rehabilitation using juvenile coral
colonies larvae resulting from sexual reproduction, after collecting the
larvae and anchoring them on solid bodies that were transferred to the
areas to be rehabilitated and according to what is preferred in
Australia.
It is carried out by observers and scholars in the field through and
published in accredited scientific journals.
The areas of coral reefs that were deposited suitable for rehabilitation
are suitable for work in the rehabilitation of the righteous,
sedimentation in the rehabilitation of coral during the previous
decades.
In specific cases, such as ports, or the establishment of different types
of coral in certain cases, such as ports, or the establishment of projects
related to the natural stages. In this case, it must be carried out by the
environment in nature reserves and under scientific supervision.
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Statement from the Egyptian Scientific Committee
for the Red Sea
Concerning "Coral Transplantation"- Need and

Scientific symposium recommendations

¢ The necessity of maximizing the role of scientists and their expertise in the
management of the living and unique natural resources of the Egyptian Red Sea.
Not permitting any work related to Coral fragmentation to asexual reproduction
method (breaking up coral colonies and re-cultivating the resulting plots or
transferring colonies from their original places to an alternative project) except in
specific cases as follows: -

o The natural environment in the reserves and the natural ocean environment
resulting from collision accidents resulting from collision accidents resulting from
natural accidents.

o When absolutely necessary, it may be allowed to move them from their original
areas of origin and to plant them in certain places in the event that an Indian Ocean
group of islands arises.

The coral reefs in the Red Sea need rehabilitation in some areas, such as the bare coral
reef in front of Hurghada city to destroy and clean the processes of backfilling and
excavation by applying Environmental Law No. 4 of 1994 as amended by Law No. 9 of
2009 and this must be done through a national project that must be Suitable for the
surrounding area and under the supervision of specialists in the field.

Establishing a scientific group of specialized Egyptian scientists who have scientific
research on the biological diversity of the Red Sea, whose main tasks will be.

o Providing scientific advice to the decision-making and implementation center in
the field of biodiversity conservation and environmental diversity abroad

o Clarify scientific opinion on environmental conservation issues.

o Show the biological diversity of the Egyptian Red Sea. External studies and related
research serve the management of the marine environment of the Egyptian Red
Sea and issues of climate change, environmental restoration, and environmental
rehabilitation.

o Raising environmental awareness for the whole community.

The commiittee included: Prof. Dr. Mahmoud Hassan Hanafy: Professor of Marine
Environment - Suez Canal University and advisor to the Red Sea Governorate and the
Environmental Conservation Society (HEPCA), Dr. Mohamed Salem: Head of the Nature
Protection Sector - Environmental Affairs Agency, Prof. Amin Mohamed: Professor of
Genetics (coral genome) researcher at New York University, Prof. Saad Zakaria: Professor of
marine invertebrates and former head of the Department of Marine Sciences - Suez Canal
University, Prof. Awwad Abdo Muhammad: Professor of Marine Invertebrates and former
Head of the Zoology Department and Marine Sciences Division - Faculty of Science - Al-
Azhar University and Dr. Mohamed Youssef: Coral Genetics - Department of Marine
Sciences - Faculty of Science, Port Said University.




